
Empowering Champions:
KARNATAKA OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION–ACHIEVEMENTS 2002–2024

Milestones under the dynamic leadership of President Dr. K. Govindraj, MLC
Political Secretary to CM Sri Siddaramaiah, President FIBA, Asia and EC Member World Basketball Body 



2002-2024 Milestones: Setting the Record Straight!

2015

1.2015: Karnataka Olympic Bhavan inaugurated by CM Siddaramaiah
2.2020: K. Govindraj Hall of Fame inaugurated by Governor Vajubhai Vala, CM B.S. Yeddyurappa,

Former CM SM Krishna and RS Member S. Mallikarjun Kharge and Others
3.Recognition of Olympians and veteran sportspersons
4.Amrutha Kreeda: ₹10 lakh grant per Olympian for outstanding contribution 2022-’23-’24
5.2016: State Games / Mini State Games  / CM’s Cup (all districts)

a.Free participation, boarding, lodging, and kits for seniors and juniors
b.5,000+ athletes from all districts
c.₹1 crore in total cash prizes distributed annually

2024

Paris Olympic Games: 2024:
1.Financial assistance of Rs. 10 Lakhs for all participating

athletes
2.Sports Quota Jobs: From 0 to 3% in Police and Fire and

2% across all  All GOK Depts
38th  National Games,Uttarakhand

3.34 Gold Medals for Karnataka
4.Overall National Position: 4 
5.Top 5 position Consistently for 22 years. 

2002

Dr. K. Govindraj, MLC, elected President of KOA
1.Launched the first KOA Awards
2.Organized National Games in Hyderabad
3.Initiated the Olympic Day Run (June 26)

Increased prize money across major events:
d.Olympics: from ₹1 crore to ₹6 crore
e.Asian Games: from ₹5 lakh to ₹50 lakh
f.Commonwealth Games: ₹25 lakh
g.World Cup: ₹5 lakh
h.National Games: from ₹1 lakh to ₹5 lakh
i.Junior National Champion:  ₹0.75 lakh
j.Junior National Champion:  ₹0.75 lakh

11.Funding provided by  Govt. of Karnataka

2006

Financial Assistance, Monetary Support  & Jobs in GOK for
Sportspersons

1.₹12 crore in financial assistance to state associations  for
purchasing equipment and development

2.₹1 lakh insurance cover for all
3.₹25,000 grant to state associations for conducting national

championships from 2022 

‹#›



KOA’s Mission: Transforming
Karnataka Sports (2002–2024)

Karnataka athletes training and competing 

Situation (2002):
Abundant talent but lacked structured support, modern
facilities, and recognition

Complication:
Fragmented efforts, limited resources
Underrepresentation at national/international events

Resolution:
Comprehensive initiatives (KOA awards, welfare, state games,
infrastructure)

REVITALIZED KARNATAKA’S SPORTS ECOSYSTEM BY 2024

‹#›



Visionary Leadership Driving
Change:Plan, Promise, Perform!

Dynamic Leadership:
President Dr. K. Govindraj, MLC
Secretary General T. Anantharaju
Treasurer Rajesh N. Jagdale
Clear vision to make Karnataka a sporting powerhouse

Strategic Roadmap:
Athlete-centric programs, grassroots development,
partnerships with govt/federations

Results-Oriented:
Regular monitoring & collaboration

TANGIBLE OUTCOMES: EVENTS, BENEFITS, FACILITIES

KOA Leadership Team

President Dr. K. Govindraj, MLC

Secretary General T. Anantharaju Treasurer Rajesh N. Jagdale

 "KOA’s progressive leadership has been the game-changer" 
CHIEF MINISTER SRI SIDDARAMAIAH 



Recognizing Excellence: KOA Annual Awards

KOA Awards (est. 2002):
Honors sportspersons & coaches annually
Grace marks, 25% attendance for sports students, says CM Siddaramaiah
Held 22 times, celebrating top talent

Incentives & Honors:
20 athletes each year, trophy + cash prize (₹1 lakh in 2024)
5 Veteran contributors honoured for lifetime achievement
Recognition of Sports Promoters and Sports Journalists 

Impact:
Inspires athletes, motivates youth
High-level support & recognition for sportspersons

KOA Awards Ceremony 

"Receiving the KOA Award motivated me to pursue an international medal"



GLIMPSES OF THE KOA ANNUAL AWARDS 



Empowering Athletes: Welfare & Support
JOB RESERVATIONS:

3% in police/forest depts., 2% in other GOK depts.
Highest sports quota among states
5% Grace marks, 25% attendance, rep Karnataka 
at National & International Meets

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES:

₹6 crore for Olympic gold, ₹4 crore for silver,₹4 crore for bronze
Ensures athletes know and access rewards

HISTORIC SUPPORT (2024):

First state to fund Olympic-bound athletes in advance
₹5 lakh each to 9 state athletes for Paris 2024 (3 years)

HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT:

Coaching camps, scholarships, sponsorships
Potential academic concessions (attendance/grace marks) Sportspersons receiving scholarship for training 

‹#›
"Thanks to KOA’s support, I could train full-time”

OLYMPIAN ADITI ASHOK, GOLF 



State Games: A Stage for All Districts

Karnataka State Games:

Multi-sport state games held thrice by 2020
Thousands from all 31 districts in Olympic-style events

Unity & Exposure:

Rural + urban athletes, opening ceremony, torch relay

Talent Identification:

Scouted for national camps/teams
Many advanced to National Games & international meets

Institutional Support:

Govt backing, sporting culture embedded across Karnataka

 CM Sri Siddaramaiah inaugurates State Games 

"The State Games gave our athletes confidence to compete nationally”
COMMISSIONER, DEPT OF YOUTH EMPOWERMENT & SPORTS



STATE GAMES: A STAGE FOR ALL DISTRICTS 

H.E. Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot; Former Chief Minister Sri Basavaraj Bommai; Former Minister Sri Narayana Gowda; Chief Secretary to the GoK, Smt Shalini Rajneesh.



Mini Games (Under 14): Nurturing Young Talent
Launch (2020):

U-14 multi-sport event to groom next-gen
Organised by KOA (Karnataka Olympic Association to host 3rd mini...)

Massive Participation:

5,000 children in 24 sports by 2024
Boys/girls from remote areas included

Government Backing:

₹3 crore sanctioned for 2024 edition
Chief Minister inaugurates, showcasing high-level support

All-Inclusive Support:

Free accommodation, transport, food
Removes barriers for underprivileged kids

Building Future Champions:

Solid foundation for U-14 athletes
Many participants now rising stars in junior national teams

Innaugration of the Mini Games By CM Siddaramaiah

"KOA’s Mini Games gave our students a platform to dream big..." 
PRINCIPALS OF  GOPALAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, NPS & DPS



MINI GAMES (UNDER 14): NURTURING YOUNG TALENT



Building Legacy: Olympic Bhavan & Hall of Fame

Olympic Bhavan (HQ):2015

Established at Bengaluru’s Kanteerava Stadium, inaugurated 2020
Nerve center for state Olympic activities

Dr. K Govindraj Hall of Fame:2020

Honors Karnataka’s sports legends with portraits, stories
Inspired by IOC Museum in Geneva

Brainchild of KOA President:

First state-level sports hall of fame in India, 2020

Inspiration & Beyond:

Athletes walk through history for motivation
Bhavan houses training spaces and offices

Olympic Bhavan building/Hall of Fame 

‹#›
"The Karnataka Olympic Bhavan is a proud symbol for Karnataka’s sports fraternity” 

CM SRI SIDDARAMAIAH 



OLYMPIC BHAVAN & K. GOVINDRAJ HALL OF FAME



Rising Performance on National & International Stages
National Games Success:

Now a top contender, 4th with 34 golds in 2024
Consistently top 5 in multi-sport national events

International Representation:

9 athletes qualified for 2024 Paris Olympics
Highest Olympic representation from Karnataka yet

Olympians & Medalists:

Produced several Olympians (e.g., Paralympic silver)
Yet to secure first Olympic medal, but actively pursuing

National Awardees:

Multiple Arjuna & Dronacharya recipients
Recognized in KOA Hall of Fame

Competitive Spirit:

Strong showings in swimming, basketball, athletics, hockey Top Athelets from Karnataka!

‹#›"In the last two decades, Karnataka’s athletes have shone brighter than ever"
 OLYMPIAN AB SUBBAIAH



Collaborative Partnerships for Sports Development
Government Collaboration:

Joint funding & policy support
Implementation of KOA proposals (like Olympic athlete fund)

Indian Olympic Association (IOA):

Affiliate alignment with national goals
Coordination for National Games & championships

State Sports Associations:

Support for all affiliated  state  associations 
Guidance for coach clinics, smooth state championships

Corporate & Sponsors:

Public-Private Partnerships for events, equipment, scholarships

Media & Community:

Widespread coverage beyond cricket
Grassroots engagement (Olympic Day runs, school outreach)

KOA President Working With Governments, National
and International Federations to Promote Sports

‹#›
"KOA’s collaborative approach... has amplified sports development" 

KJ GEORGE, HON.POWER MINISTER, GOK, PRESIDENT, KARNATAKA AMATEUR ARCHERY ASSOCIATION
]



Celebrating Achievements & Inspiring Stories
KOA Awards Night:

Athletes share journeys at KOA Awards Night
Inspires youth, widely covered in media

Hall of Fame Inductions:

Veterans & young athletes connect
Bridges generations & instills respect

Media Spotlight:

Social/print coverage of champion stories
Builds narrative: “Excellence is achievable”

Community Pride:

Public welcome events for returning winners
Collective celebration fuels further support

Knowledge Sharing:

Newsletters, seminars, case studies
Coaches & PE teachers learn from champion success

Athletes and Veterans sharing success at KOA event

‹#›"KOA not only rewards champions – it tells their stories..." 
G PARAMESHWARA, HON. HOME MINISTER, GOK, PRESIDENT, KARNATAKA ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION OF KARNATAKA



Endorsements from Stakeholders
Government Leaders:

Governor, CM & Sports Minister applaud KOA’s proactive work
Credits KOA for nurturing top talent

National Recognition:

IOA & National Federations see KOA as a model
Hosting events & producing athletes cited in national forums

Association Heads:

Praise KOA’s inclusive governance & transparent grants
Unity leads to better results statewide

Athletes & Coaches:

Positive feedback on KOA’s support & infrastructure
Coaches value new platforms & improved facilities

Media & Academia:

Note culture shift in sports participation
Universities expanding sports scholarships, crediting KOA KOA President with Chief Minister Siddaramaiah

‹#›
"KOA’s initiatives have truly democratized sports in Karnataka..." 

CM SRI SIDDARAMAIAH 



Empowering Youth & Fostering Pride
Youth Engagement:

Tens of thousands involved in structured sports
Parents now see viable sports careers

Grassroots to Glory:

Clear path from village meets to Olympics
Many national athletes first noticed via KOA district camp

Social Impact:

Empowered girls, underprivileged youth
Sports unites communities across caste/class/region

Educational Integration:

More institutions building facilities & hiring coaches
New scholarship/attendance policies

Sustained Passion:

Growing event attendance & local business support
Sporting excellence is part of Karnataka’s identity

Game On!

‹#›"KOA has made sports a viable aspiration for our youth..." 
MAJ GEN DEVAYA (RETD), PRESIDENT, KAYAKING & CANOEING  ASSOCIATION OF KARNATAKA



Towards a Golden Future

Continuous Growth:

Expand State Games to every district
More age-category competitions & regional centers

Quest for Olympic Medal:

Special high-performance programs & sports science
Turning near-misses into podium finishes

Infrastructure & Training:

Advocating a state-of-the-art Olympic Training Academy
Stadium upgrades & new builds

Digital & Data Edge:

Analytics for talent scouting & performance tracking
Online platform to connect athletes/coaches statewide

Sustained Collaboration:

Stronger partnerships (central schemes, private sector)
Inviting all stakeholders to join next success stories

Karnataka’s holistic roadmap to future sports success!

‹#›



"With KOA’s guidance, I am confident Karnataka will produce many Olympic medalists..." 

“Thanks to KOA funding, our athletics program secured equipment, boosting youth participation.”

“Our badminton association flourished under KOA nurturing excellence.”

“KOA-organized State Games exposed hockey prospects to scouts, elevating
Karnataka's competitive edge.”

R. PRAKASH, SECRETARY, KARNATAKA FENCING ASSOCIATION

CAPT. DELEEP KUMAR, SECRETARY, KAYAKING & CANOEING ASSOCIATION OF KARNATAKA

“KOA's relentless support empowers our swimmers to chase national records with confidence.”
SATISH KUMAR, SECRETARY , KARNATAKA SWIMMING ASSOCIATION

RAJESH, SECRETARY, KARNATAKA BADMINTON ASSOCIATION

AB SUBBAIAH, SECRETARY, HOCKEY KARNATAKA



 Thank You – Together for Sporting Excellence

GRATITUDE:

Thanks to govt officials, associations, athletes, coaches, sponsors, media, citizens
Achievements are a result of teamwork & passion

CALL TO ACTION:

Continue the momentum
Invite support & collaboration for next-gen champions

JOIN THE MOVEMENT:

Together we are stronger”
Transform more dreams into podium finishes

GET IN TOUCH:
For more details visit  www.karnatakaolympicassociation.com

 KOA MOTTO – "SPORTS FOR ALL – JAI KARNATAKA!" 


